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SPACE MESSENGER WORKSHOP
Meet & Greet

Lesson Plan
In this lesson you will prepare your students for the rst day of the workshop
called Meet & Greet. In the workshop they will be introduced to the Space
Messengers project, meet the facilitators and get to know their team through
an Avatar activity and icebreaker game.
Subjects
Art, science, technology, philosophy, humanities
Estimated Time
One 45 minute class period, or several class periods throughout the week.
Grade Level
7-12
Objectives
Students will be able to:
Explore ‘Who am I?’ through creative writing and art making.

•

Develop curiosity and empathy towards individuals from other cultures,
and practice cross cultural communication skills.

•

See themselves as ambassadors representing their city and country in
creative and positive ways.

•

Start to explore and see themselves as planetary citizens.
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Overview
One of the most important questions humans ask themselves is ‘Who Am I?’ Some
say it is what makes us human. It’s one of the questions we ask ourselves when
discovering our place in the vast universe and when connecting or distinguishing
ourselves from others. It is a query that will be explored in the workshop through
the lens of art, science and technology. Through this international workshop we
also explore and share who we are in relation to our community and country, from
the perspective of planetary citizens.
•

What is a global/planetary citizen? Here is one de nition explored in this eld
report: Citizens capable of understanding that as well as belonging to a
country, a nation, they are also members of the wider human family, that they
have the same rights and depend on the same environment as the other 6
billion humans; that our various di erent micro-realities – in school, at home,
in the city – are connected to the rest of the world ; that the lives of the men
and women on this planet can be a ected by events and processes taking
place thousands of miles away, and that local micro-decisions and microactions a ect the macro-reality. (source)

•

Other resources to explore with students to expand their planetary sense of
self.
Overview e ect (video)
◦
◦

Additional links to explore to better understand and communicate
interplanetary thinking to students.
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https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/technosphere/2021/03/07/planetarycitizenship/
https://www.bighistoryproject.com/home
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The most astounding fact (video: Neil Degrasse Tyson)

Who am I?
We will use this Avatar activity for students to answer basic questions about
themselves to share with their new international exchange friends. We have entered
all the participant names into the Space Board which we will be using to share ideas
and images. Have students log into the site and follow the steps to activate the
account: https://space-messengers.web.app. Once on the site click on PROFILE in
the top menu on the left to access your pro le data. Click on the pencil tool in the
top right to edit your pro le.
1.

Avatar: Who am I?
• av·a·tar is the embodiment of a person or idea, often depicted as a
character, cartoon or artistic rendering for an online user. Students will
create an Avatar to represent themselves on the pro le page of the
Space Board. They will create an Avatar using one of the apps below or
create their own handmade art to act as a self portrait.
• Have students download an AVATAR app from one of these selections:
Avatars.
• Save Avatar on desktop as a JPG so it is easy to access during the
workshop. Then upload to the Space Board Gallery. Have students use
their name in the caption.
• Collect photos of students. Have them save their photo on their
desktop. Ask students to upload the photo to their Space Board pro le
along with their bio which they will create in the next section.
Bio: Who am I?
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bi·o comes from the Greek bios meaning ‘life’, and in this context is a
concise biographical pro le of someone. During the workshop break out
rooms we will play a game called Name Tag, where each student will read
their bios when called on by the previous student. Have students use the
‘Who Am I?’ Bio Guideline below to write their personal bios which they
will share during the Meet & Greet. Have them save it as a word doc on
their desktop so they can read from it when they are tagged. Have
students copy and paste it into their Space Board pro le. Their pro le bio
should be no more than 100-150 words.
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2.

Bio Guideline
• What is your full name? (When speaking, pronounce slowly as we are hearing
each others language in the name)
• What are your interests, hobbies, pets, siblings, favorite things to do at home?
• Where are you from? Tell us about the language or languages you speak at
home, foods that you eat that are unique to your family or culture.
• Tell us about your school, what is it like, what are your favorite subjects?
• Tell us about your town, community or country. What would you show your
international peers if they came to visit such as tourist attractions?
• What are your favorite things to do in your town?
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• What elds of study or global topics are you interested in pursuing?

